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THE MAINSTREAM …
Notes from Executive Director Karen Main
The coolness in the air at the end of August reminded me of getting ready for the first day
of school! When I attended school, we never started until after Labor Day weekend which
made most people happy to get that last minute beach vacation in or to have a fun picnic
with friends and family. For many years now the first day of school has mainly been
sometime from mid to late August. I enjoy preparing for a new season as it can give us a
fresh start. I am sure that all of us could use a fresh start as we continue to feel the effects
of the pandemic!
This month I am celebrating 35 years at Homewood. The last two years have been like no
other I have experienced. As we move through this season, we continue to use our
understanding and energy to find resources and ideas to make our campus a wonderful
community to live and work. My goal is to be able to serve all our residents in typical
“Homewood” fashion. Many dedicated co-workers are here to see us through this season
as we work at welcoming in new co-workers to our team.
In hopes to gain more co-workers, we are collaborating with local programs and agencies,
some we already have established partnerships with, to share all opportunities that may
benefit our resident services at all levels. Thanks to those residents who have shared their
contacts and experience with such agencies. Also, we are receiving support from our
corporate recruiter who will be on campus two days each week to help “fast-track” hiring
of new co-workers.
We will have opportunities this month to meet the following new directors: Rick Burdette,
Maintenance; Erica Sanchez, Assisted Living; and Donna Linton, Human Resources.
Homewood’s 2022 Golf Classic will be held on Thursday, September 8 at Musket Ridge
Golf Course in Myersville. Proceeds from this year’s tournament are funding our campus
Benevolent Fund. Thanks to all of you who so generously supported this event!
We will have a 90th anniversary party along with a Taste of Maryland Day on Thursday,
October 6. See information on page 5 of this newsletter. The anniversary celebration will
be in the morning and the Taste of
Maryland will fill our afternoon!
Please plan on joining in!
Join me for our next Campus
Connections on Friday, September
9 and Thursday, September 22.

Enjoy the rest of summer!
Karen
2

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
“The only constant in life is change.” These words,
often attributed to Buddha, sum up our human
experience as we pass through the various stages of
life: childhood, leaving home, adulthood, and aging.
Transition is a part of life whether we want it or not; it
comes to us whether or not we are ready for it. It has
its own timetable, one over which we have no control.
I have been thinking about change and transition a lot
lately as my older son got married last summer and my
younger son has just left for college. The days when
(Photo by Nancy Hamstead)
my boys were young and obsessed with dinosaurs and cars seem
long ago and yet not so distant. Children seem to grow up with breathtaking speed; as
someone once said, “The days are long, but the years are short.” Over the years my role in
my sons’ lives has changed. While I hope to always be a loving and nurturing presence for
them, I must come to terms with their independence. While this is normal and healthy for
them, it still involves grief on my part as I let them go.
Change always involves grief. It means saying goodbye to what was familiar and
comfortable. As we age, change comes in varying degrees, ranging from giving up a
beloved home to the loss of physical abilities to the death of friends or a spouse or even a
child. We grieve these losses because we have loved deeply. As hard as it is, we remember
the words of Alfred, Lord Tennyson: “’Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have
loved at all.”
Just as grief is part of change, so is hope. We have hope that we will not forget those
whom we have lost but will find ways of keeping their heritage alive. We have hope that
we are not alone in our grief. We have hope that we can grow in new ways. As Victor
Frankl wrote, “When we are no longer able to change a situation, we are challenged to
change ourselves.” Transition is never easy. But we have hope that with faith and the
support of family and friends, we will make it through.
The chaplains would like to thank all those who donated to the United Way Stuff the Bus
campaign for their generosity!
Finally, we would like to wish our Jewish friends a happy Rosh Hashanah. Shanah tova!
--Chaplain Shelley Weakly
Patricia Vallandingham and Jim Spiller joyfully announce their marriage
on July 5, 2022 and are grateful for all the congratulatory comments,
prayers and greetings from Homewood neighbors. Pat and Jim are at home
in Apartment 4011 in The Lodge.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE WRRA PRESIDENT
Options and Opportunities
I want to thank those of you who attended the meetings, raised your concerns, voiced your
frustrations and kept everything civil. As your president, I will be seeking to get the
Willow Road Residents Association (WRRA) involved with Homewood’s management in
developing the ways to rebuild the staff losses we have experienced and recognize the
higher costs of those ways as the budget for 2023 is prepared. I believe that the residents’
voices will be heard and that there will be greater transparency in the future.
Our options are: 1) to assist Homewood in these matters or 2) to complain and expect them
to be fixed by others. The potential “Risks of Inaction” as laid out in Skip Stewart’s
presentation are clear, but the options presented to attract new staff from the potential
“worker pools” that were outlined are even more exciting. Read Skip’s presentation and
see where you can add value in doing some of what he has suggested are the next steps.
We have new opportunities as well.
Based on the WRRA requests, people will now be allowed to eat their take-out meals in
The View on some nights, similar to what is allowed in the Tuscarora Dining Room.
Please take the time (after an enjoyable time with others) to fully clean up the table. It will
be a way to say “thank you” to the staff that are there.
The Homewood Golf Classic is coming this month.
The WRRA has for years supported this fundraising
endeavor and we have benefited from the
improvements those funds have made possible.
The Yard Sale is also coming in September. It is an
important source of funds for the WRRA, so
think of what salable objects you are willing to let
the Association sell and come and see what items
others have offered for your enjoyment if you buy
something.
Finally, the WRRA wants to become more involved
with Homewood in budgeting and addressing the
needs of the campus. Think about how your
background may be right to help recruit new staff or
to develop ways to retain the existing staff, or to
ease a situation where the smaller number of staff
members we have are unable to get everything done
without some help from us.
--Bill Weller, WRRA President
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Taste of Maryland 2022

Save the Date for our next outdoor RLEEF (Resident Life Enrichment
Endowment Fund) sponsored event on the afternoon of

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
Outside Circle at Crumland Farms
Additional details to follow.
Sign-up on the APP is required.
Registration will open on September 1.
Deadline for sign-up is Friday, September 23.

GARDEN CLUB
HOSTS ANOTHER
PLANT GIVEAWAY
According to organizer Dick Rohe, the
Garden Club gave away 60 assorted
potted houseplants to residents on
August 12 at the Crumland Farms
Community Center. Shown with some
of the variety of plants offered are Dick
and Sue Snay. An equally successful
event was held at The Lodge earlier
this summer.
(Courtesy photo)
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HOMEWOOD YARD SALE
IT’S SHOW TIME!
Thursday, September 29, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
FOR RESIDENTS AND STAFF ONLY;
Friday, September 30, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
and Saturday, October 1, 8 a.m. to 12 noon.

NEW! YOU WILL ALSO BE ABLE TO USE A CREDIT CARD!
Cash, checks and credit cards will be accepted as payment for purchases this year.

HOW TO DONATE TO THE 2022 HOMEWOOD YARD SALE
Label all boxes and bags “YARD SALE”

You may make arrangements for a pick-up of your donations, 9/5 – 9/21, by contacting:
LODGE: Nancy Revis, 301-378-966 / nancyrevis3@gmail.com, Mon, 9/5 - Wed, 9/21.
PATIO HOMES: Hazel Stewart, 240-457-4961 / hazelhh@msn.com, Mon, 9/5 - Wed, 9/21.
COTTAGES: Jacque Janss, 301-253-2889 / janssjac@comcast.net, Mon, 9/5 - Wed, 9/21.
All donations to be picked up are to be outside all residences by 8:30 a.m. on Wed., 9/28.

OTHERS
CRUMLAND FARMS APARTMENTS: No need to contact anyone. Place all items outside your
door or in the elevator area by 8:30 a.m. on Wed., 9/28. Questions? Contact Ed Chaney, 301228-9026.
IF YOU BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO CRUMLAND FARMS YOURSELF: Wed, 9/28, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
IF YOU WILL NOT BE AT HOMEWOOD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28: Contact Truby LaGarde,
301-639-8374 or Jean McGraw, 240-877-7216 to store your donations in a garage.

50/50 RAFFLE TICKETS: CASH ONLY sold BEFORE and DURING the yard sale.
LODGE: Available in the Bistro area 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mon., 9/26, Tues., 9/27, and Wed., 9/28.
CRUMLAND FARMS: Available in the Café area 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Mon., 9/26 and Tues., 9/27.
AT THE YARD SALE: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, ending at 11:45 a.m. on Saturday.
DRAWING: 12 noon on October 1. No need to be present to win.

Prices: 1 ticket – $1.00; 7 tickets – $5.00; 20 tickets – $10.00.
For every $200 collected, a $100 prize will be awarded.
BOOK DONATIONS:
You may begin bringing books to the Café/Library on the 2nd floor of Crumland Farms on
September 1. Early donations are greatly appreciated.
If you have questions, please call one of the committee Chairs: Jean McGraw, 240-877-7216 /
ocracokefan@comcast.net OR Joyce Smith, 520-820-8510 / joycesmith1279@gmail.com.
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PUT A LITTLE MYSTERY IN YOUR LIFE!
Who doesn’t love a good mystery now and then! Well, you can now enjoy one every
month—a MYSTERY TRIP with Homewood, that is!
The first one in August found an enthusiastic (but
sleepy) group boarding the bus early in the morning
and heading south to … ??? It was indeed a mystery.
Our first stop was just off I-81 at the ROUTE 11
POTATO CHIP FACTORY where we learned how
potatoes get from the farm to your store. Did you
ever wonder how they peel ALL those potatoes?
After sampling many varieties of chips, we were off
again.
Our
next
stop found us in a big warehouse full of
many automated displays—among them a
fire-breathing dragon. It was the showroom
for AMERICAN CELEBRATION ON
PARADE which housed many figures and
animated floats designed by a former owner
of our next attraction. They were
engineering marvels!
After lunch, we all piled into an antique
elevator and descended into SHENANDOAH CAVERNS where we enjoyed a guided tour
of the many awesome rock formations, stalagmites, stalactites, and even some “bacon.”
With the outside temperature at 99 degrees, no one complained
about the 50 degrees in the caverns.
A tired but happy group was now on their way home, with but
one more stop. Can you guess where the Homewood bus went
next? You got it—ice cream—a welcome treat on a hot day.
Many thanks to Homewood’s newest driver Ronnie Lushbaugh
for such a well-planned and interesting trip. He has been driving
for a long time and has been to lots of “mystery” destinations.
He and Activities Director Julie Norris tell us that they have
many more months of mystery trips planned for us. A TIP: Sign
up early for these trips so you don’t miss out on the fun!
--Jacque Janss

(Photos by Jacque Janss)
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2022
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
THE EVENT CENTER AT THE LODGE
Featuring Gifts for Halloween and Christmas
Some of the NEW quality handcrafted items that we will have
available:
*Expanded line of jewelry – earrings, barrettes, pendants, necklaces,
and jack-o-lantern pins
*Coasters
*Pull toys
*New scroll saw items

We continue to have favorites such as:
*Lathe turned pens and wine bottle stoppers
*Cars and trucks
*Candle holders, with battery operated tea lights
*Simple puzzles
*Variety of covered boxes
*Bookmarks

3-Piece Train

Cat and dog figures

Card and candle holders

We will also be participating in the Vendor Sale to be held
on Thursday, December 1 at Crumland Farms.
At this sale we will accept only cash and checks.
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ALOHA PRESENTS …
Andrew Och, the First Ladies Man
Bringing education and entertainment together, Andrew Och is an
author, historian, teacher, lecturer and producer. As a producer for
the highly acclaimed C-SPAN series, “First Ladies: Influence and
Image,” he traveled across America documenting every First Lady
from Martha Washington to Michelle Obama. Given access to treasured collections and
historical landmarks, Andrew has pulled back the curtain on the public and private lives of
America’s First Ladies, giving them the recognition and appreciation they deserve.
Please join ALOHA (Active Ladies of Homewood Association) on Friday, September
23, at 2 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland Farm for this enlightening and
entertaining presentation by Andrew Och. His two books, “Unusual for Their Time: On
the Road with America’s First ladies,” Volumes 1 and 2 will be for sale. All are invited to
the presentation. No sign-up is needed to attend the program only.
Ladies of Homewood are invited to a social gathering beginning at 1:30 p.m. in the same
location. Dessert and beverages will be provided. Please sign up on the APP for the
social gathering to ensure enough desserts for all attendees. Questions? Please contact
Jenny Shull at shulljenny@gmail.com or 240-421-6087.
Looking for a funny movie to watch at home? Residents have recommended Mouse Hunt, a
new DVD in the Crumland Farms 2nd floor library. It’s a comedy about two brothers who
inherit an old mansion, learn it is worth a lot, and want to sell it. However, they can’t capture
a very tenacious mouse that does not want the place sold. A light-hearted, fun movie!!

WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOUR OLD SCHOOL
PICTURES!
School days, school days, dear old golden rule days—so goes that song we
used to hear about this time of year when we were kids! We’d like to recapture some backto-school memories in September for our Independent Living residents with a display of
old photos from your school days, just for fun.
If you’d like to participate, please submit ONE school photo, from any year of school, to
either the Lodge or Crumland Farms front desk. The receptionist will make two copies—
one for display at The Lodge and one for Crumland—and return the original to you.
Photos will begin going up on September 6 and will be on display through September 30.
Please turn in your photos before September 6 if possible. Thank you.
--Sarah Clary
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WALKING TRAIL COMMEMORATES THE MEMORY
OF A RESPECTED COMMUNITY LEADER
Kind … respectful … gentle … a good listener … a natural leader. George Bolling was all
of these and more. He cared about his community and wanted to enhance it. That is what
led his family to create the George H. Bolling Memorial Walking Trail on our campus.
This half-mile trail around the pond was dedicated on
Saturday, August 5. His brother, his children and
other family members were present to cut the ribbon
and lead walkers along the trail past benches, a picnic
table and lovely views of the pond.
George loved to walk and, according to his brother,
Frank, walked five miles during the hottest part of
every day. He also liked looking at the pond from his
apartment in The Lodge and thought that it was the
perfect place for a new trail. It was designed by
Homewood staff members to meander through the
trees and shrubbery around the pond, from its
entrance at the back of The Lodge around to Willow
Road.
George moved to Homewood in February 2020 from
his home in Thurmont. Born and raised in Tennessee, he earned degrees from Vanderbilt
University, George Washington University and the National Defense University. After
graduating from Vanderbilt, he was a career Army officer serving for 23 years in the signal
corps. He was stationed in Vietnam, Korea, Germany and various Army installations in the
United States including at the Pentagon. George worked in the telecommunications field
for the next 20 years as a Director of Martin Marietta, and as Vice President of
Communications Satellite Corporation (COMSAT) and two other companies.
He had been a very active member of the American Legion and Lions Club as well as
other community organizations. In spite of the pandemic, which arrived shortly after he
moved to Homewood, George quickly became active in our community and was serving as
the Willow Road Residents Association Vice President of The Lodge at the time of his
death in November 2021.
We are grateful for George Bolling’s vision and gift which is a perfect illustration of the
famous quote:
The true meaning of life is to plant trees
under whose shade you do not expect to sit.
--Leslie Hobbs

(Photo by Sue Hecht)
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(Above) Members of the Bolling family gather for the ribboncutting to mark the official opening of the memorial nature trail.
(At right) George’s brother Frank greets resident Joyce Smith
who was among participants in the first official walk after the
dedication ceremony.
(Below left) Members of George’s family on the left and his
brother Frank on the right pose by the beautiful memorial sign
marking the start of the trail.
(Below right) Residents and guests enjoyed a reception at The
Lodge following the ceremony. Shown L to R are Joanne Durst,

Dean Durst, Phil Young and Barbara Young.
(Photos by Nancy Hamstead)
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HERE’S HOW YOUR UNUSED
GREETING CARDS CAN HELP OTHERS
It’s getting to be that season where unsolicited greeting cards
find their way to your mailbox in hopes of generating a donation
for charitable organizations. Don’t need them? Please don’t throw them away! Here’s
where to donate them to put them to good use.
Every November, Homewood sponsors a FREE card give-away event for
residents and co-workers where they can select greeting cards (BOTH
Christmas and all-occasion cards) for their personal use. This is for new,
unused cards only and must include an envelope. We also collect calendars
(both pocket and wall style) and notepads.
Pat Culwell is the coordinator for this year’s event. You can put any donations in her
mailbox (Cottage 33 at Crumland Farms) or leave them at the Crumland front desk marked
for her attention. Pat has already started collecting for this year.
This card give-away is popular, especially for residents who find it difficult to get out and
shop for holiday cards or co-workers who work long hours. If you have any questions,
contact Pat at 301-644-4280.
--Barbara Kirk

ENJOYING THE BEAUTY OF NATURE WITH FRIENDS
It’s no secret that we have some
glorious sunsets framed by the nearby
mountains. But where is the best
vantage point in Homewood to enjoy
the beauty of nature? Some of our
Patio Homes neighbors think they
have found the perfect spot over on
Homewood Circle and gather there
(usually on very short notice) when it
looks like the skies will be especially
colorful that evening. Grabbing chairs,
their beverages of choice—and of
course the family dogs—on a recent
evening were (L to R) Brenda Kessler,
Jeanne Banta, Pam Zusi, Beverly
Kohlhepp, Joyce Howes and Lacey,
Margo Stevenson, Sue Snay, Sonja
Elgin, Beverly Kinsey, Pat Michener
and Nancy Hamstead. (Courtesy photo)
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 2022 KICK-OFF IS HERE
The mission of Wreaths Across America (WAA) is to “Remember the fallen, Honor those
who have served and Teach our children the value of freedom.” Our Homewood at
Frederick Wreaths Across America Committee likes to honor our veterans by sharing a bit
of their stories. This month we are featuring an Army and a Navy veteran.
Jerry Hammond served in the Army. Jerry was drafted in
1957, just part of a very busy week. He finished his last
college course on January 31 and that day received his draft
notice, he married his beloved LaRue on February 3 and
left for Ft. Jackson, South Carolina and then Ft. Benning,
Georgia on February 6. During his time at Ft. Benning, he
was in a truck accident that caused a serious neck injury for
which he needed extensive therapy. He stayed at Ft.
Benning, assigned to an office job that dealt with reviewing
and revising regulations. Jerry says that he has the Russians
to thank for helping to end his service early. While reviewing regulations, he read that if
your civilian job was more significant for technology than your military job, you could get
an early discharge. Russia had sent up the Sputnik spacecraft, the first to enter Earth’s
orbit, in October of 1957 and Congress was concerned about the U.S. being behind in the
space race. Prior to being drafted, Jerry had been hired as an Industrial Arts technology
teacher in Prince Georges County. The Pentagon accepted his early discharge! And the
next time you see Jerry, ask him to tell you the story about his drum major whistle during
basic training.
Jerry’s brother Bob served in World War II, on D-Day in Normandy, Southern France and
Okinawa. He is buried in Arlington Cemetery. Jerry is glad to know that Bob’s service will
be honored with a wreath on Wreaths Across America Day. Jerry said he appreciates the
mission of WAA. He learned patriotism as a child and believes that placing wreaths is a
meaningful way to honor veterans who have passed.
Mel Hobbs served in the Navy for almost 4 years. He
started training as an Airman Aviation Machinist Mate in
January of 1949. Following training in Memphis,
Tennessee he was sent to Kodiak, Alaska as part of a Patrol
Squadron, whose inflight duties were to “watch the
Russians.” Mel was also a waist gunner and had
responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of the planes.
At the start of the Korean War he was transferred to the
Aircraft Carrier “Philippine Sea” where he helped to
maintain the aircraft elevators on the ship. In October 1950
(cont’d on p. 14)
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KICKOFF, cont’d
he was assigned to the “Salisbury Sound,” a sea plane tender, where he did maintenance
on planes again. In 1952 he married his lovely wife Betty and they went to California.
Unfortunately, Betty was severely injured in a terrible automobile accident and was sent to
Oakland Naval Hospital and then to Bethesda Naval Hospital. Mel credits the American
Red Cross with helping to get him off the ship and putting him in touch with Betty’s
doctor. A Naval doctor had Mel transferred to a discharge barracks in Oakland Bay. After
Betty was sent to Bethesda Naval Hospital, Mel was able to get an early discharge, after
serving 3 years, 10 months and 21 days. Mel hitchhiked from California to Maryland and
accepted a job offer from the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company, starting as an
installer and completing his career 31 years later in the Marketing Department.
It is Mel’s hope that his good friend Thomas Martelon, with whom he served on the
“Salisbury Sound” for 2-1/2 years, will be remembered with a wreath on WAA Day. He
appreciates that WAA teaches children about the value of freedom. He recently spoke with
a young person about the Arizona memorial at Pearl Harbor and was saddened to learn that
the young person had no knowledge of that part of our nation’s history.
Our 2022 Wreaths Across America campaign will begin
September 6. We have set a goal to sponsor 1,200
wreaths! Consider now how you will participate–sponsor
wreaths, ask friends and family to sponsor wreaths, plant
flags on November 5 at Mt. Olivet Cemetery and place
wreaths on December 17. Details will be shared in future
issues of The Chatter and at displays in the Crumland
Farm and Lodge lobbies. We look forward to another
amazing opportunity to “Remember, Honor and Teach.”
(Photos by Libby Fuss)

--Libby Fuss

COMMODORES DELIGHT ON HOMEWOOD TRIP
The U.S. Navy Commodores played an evening performance at Hagerstown Community
College on August 13, and 20 Homewoodians made the journey up to see them. We were
delighted to welcome an old friend, Clarence Harper, as our driver. He always takes such
good care of the group, and even supplied ice cold water for our return trip.
The Commodores are the 18-piece premier Navy jazz ensemble, founded in 1969. I saw
more 1st class Petty Officers that night than I did in all of my four years in the Navy, plus
three Chiefs—all members of the band. They are outstanding musicians. One of the
highlights of the program was their battle of the tenor saxes, and their drummer was great!
Plan to attend the next time they have a concert in the area. You’ll have an enjoyable
evening.
--Vernon Rippeon
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EMERGENCY
HELP IS NOW
JUST A MILE
AWAY!
A new fire station located
just a mile south of our
community will significantly reduce response time when we dial 911 for emergencies at
Homewood. Instead of deploying from a more distant fire station, an ambulance, fire
engine and Advanced Life Support unit will come from the Northgate Fire Station #29 at
37 Thomas Johnson Drive which just opened at the end of June.
To tell us more about our new neighborhood fire station, Charles “Chuck” Scott, a
Battalion Chief with the Frederick County Division of Fire and Rescue Services, will be
our special guest on Tuesday, September 20, at 2:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at
Crumland Farms.
Sponsored by Homewood’s Caregivers Support Group, this Third Tuesday presentation
will focus on what to expect when we call for emergency services. Chief Scott will also
provide us with fire safety tips in the hope that we will not have to call upon the
professional firefighters from Station 29.
The Caregivers Support Group meets in the Lodge’s Classroom B as a support group on
the first Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m., and the public presentations on caregiving
resources are held on the third Tuesday, 2 p.m. at Crumland Farms. All residents of the
Homewood community are welcome at the next support group meeting on September 6
and at the special presentation with Chief Scott on September 20.
--Fred Wenner

BOOK REVIEWS
SQUEEZE ME by Carl Hiaasen
I was delighted to read in The Chatter that this book was in The Lodge
library. Carl is one of my favorite authors. He is always concerned about
the environment and corrupt government and pokes fun at the situation.
His writing is filled with wry humor, social commentary and satire. Can
you identify the President in this book??? My friend Nancy and I loved
it! You can find it in the Large Print section.
--Vernon Rippeon
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WE SURE ENJOYED
OUR JOURNEY TO
MARGARITAVILLE!

(Photos courtesy of the Fitness Department)
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HOMEWOOD RESPONDS GENEROUSLY TO
STUFF THE BUS CAMPAIGN

Residents and co-workers enjoyed participating in the United Way Stuff the Bus Campaign this year. In
addition to school supplies, $1,330, was donated to help Frederick County students start the school year
off right! The first two people at the left and the four at the right are representatives from United Way.
Homewood residents starting at third from the left are: Coralinn Kuehl, Sue Rock, Jim Spiller, Ginger
Ward, Chaplain Suzanne Morris (who coordinated the drive), and Cindy Elliott. (Courtesy photo)

FOR YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY:
Help Us Prevent Accidents
As the days become shorter, it is more difficult to see pedestrians
walking in the parking areas. For your own safety, always use the
sidewalks in all parking areas.
Before enjoying a stroll along the George Bolling Trail please
consider your ability to navigate the uneven surface. Be aware of
occasional wet spots, poison ivy growing along edges, and most
importantly, ticks. Check yourself and your pet when you get
home.
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STUDENT HONORS
FORMER TEACHER
DURING
PERFORMANCE
Forty-some years ago, Richard Troxell
was Gail Slezak’s student at Catoctin
High School. Today Richard is a highly successful operatic tenor who travels the world to
perform. (See his Web site: https://richardtroxell.tv) Perhaps best known for his portrayals
of Pinkerton in Madame Butterfly, Count Danilo in The Merry Widow, and Rodolfo in La
Bohème, Richard regularly returns to Thurmont, his hometown, to sing with his family and
friends at Apples Church UCC.
Recently Richard and family gave a Christmas in July concert at the church to benefit The
Thurmont Ministerium, a group that provides a food bank and cares for its community in a
variety of other ways. Gail was in attendance—front row, of course!
Richard not only acknowledged Gail for her critical role in encouraging his career, but also
brought her to the stage to sit as Mimi while he sang Rodolfo’s aria, “Che gelida manina,”
from La Bohème. It made for an incredible night to remember for all, but especially for
our neighbor, Gail!
(Photo by Karin Belsheim)
--Karin Belsheim

WE’VE BEEN ASKED:
Where are the Crumland Farms libraries located?
The 2nd floor library is in the Café area and has large-print fiction, small-print nonfiction and DVDs.
The 3rd floor library is across from the elevators in the apartment wing and has smallprint fiction and non-fiction.
The 4th floor library is across from the apartment elevators and has all small-print
paperbacks.

SENIOR THEATRE PLAYERS’
FALL PROGRAM
Friday, November 4 at 4 p.m. in the
Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland Farms
You won’t want to miss it! Details coming in the October Chatter!
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS
PRUDENCIO (“PRUDY”) FONTANILLA moved into
the Crumland Farms Independent Living apartments from
Baltimore in July. Born in Agoo, LaUnion, Philippines, Prudy
joined the U.S. Navy in 1945 and served for 24 years. Then he
worked for the U.S. Postal Service for 20 years. He received his
BS in Finance from the University of Baltimore.
Prudy has one son who lives in Baltimore and two grandchildren–
one grandson and a granddaughter who is off to college soon for
her freshman year in California.
A very social person, Prudy is looking forward to enjoying his retirement years at
Homewood. He likes to swim, exercise, play bingo, poker, Mah Jongg and checkers.
Tennis and bowling are sports he has liked. Once he scored a 298 in bowling (300 is a
perfect game)! Maybe he will sign on with the duck pin bowling group here–watch out,
guys!

SANDY SADLER moved from Martinsburg, West Virginia to
The Lodge in June 2022. She was born and raised in Omaha,
Nebraska where she prepared for her career as a secretary and
administrative support officer. After being employed by Mutual
of Omaha and the Handicapped Children’s Clinic in Nebraska,
she became a federal employee at Fort George Meade and then
worked for National Security Agency in Stuttgart, Germany
before returning to Fort Meade.
Sandy has been active with her church, serving on committees
and as an officer. She also volunteered with CEOS, the Community Educational Outreach
Services. With her late husband who served in the Air Force, Sandy lived in Hawaii,
Japan, Florida, and Germany as well as in Maryland. They took advantage of opportunities
to travel throughout Europe when living there.
Sandy enjoys reading, baking, bridge and playing with her grandchildren. She has three
children and seven grandchildren and values the time she spends with those living nearby.
--Jacque Janss and Leslie Hobbs
A REMINDER TO PET OWNERS: We need to have the latest vaccination records for
any pets living on campus. And, if you have already registered a pet that is no longer living
with you, we need to know this as well in order to keep our records up to date. Suzi Peffley,
Secretary at The Lodge, is maintaining this information. You can send a paper copy to her
attention at The Lodge front desk, attach it to an email directed to slpeffley@hmwd.org, or
have your veterinarian fax a record to 240-651-1053. Please make sure the document
contains your name along with your pet’s name. Thank you.
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PROPHETIC VOICES:
A Special Series Offered by Homewood‘s Retired Clergy Group
When the word prophet is mentioned, often Isaiah or Jeremiah come to mind. However,
there are modern day prophets from which we can learn. Join the Retired Clergy Group as
they facilitate discussions about modern day prophets starting this fall. Sessions will be
offered September through January, on the third Monday of each month from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland Farms.
PROPHETIC VOICES is a special collection of five award-winning documentary films
profiling remarkable religious figures from one of the most turbulent centuries in history.
Through their timeless writings and prophetic witness, they helped shape the contours of
how to create a moral and ethical response to the social and political challenges of their
era. Most importantly, what they left behind is a roadmap for how to faithfully confront
our own issues today.
The first of the Prophetic Voices we will learn about is: Backs Against the Wall: The
Howard Thurman Story on Monday, September 19. All Independent Living residents
are welcome to participate. Howard Washington Thurman was an American author,
philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. As a prominent religious figure,
he played a leading role in many social justice movements and organizations of the
twentieth century. Thurman was a “spiritual mentor” to Martin Luther King, Jr., and in
many ways to the entire Civil Rights Movement.
Each session will include viewing of a video, followed by a period of sharing and
discussion based on the themes of the film. Rob Peters will be the convener/facilitator for
the discussion time on September 19.
On October 17, Jim Spiller will convene discussion on An American Conscience: The
Reinhold Niebuhr Story.
If you have questions, contact Jerry Fuss at gfuss827@comcast.net or call 301-378-2134.
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